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Spray Drift is Serious! 

 Spray drift is a serious issue and every year I get numerous calls during the summer. 

Some are minor and some are large. Some are direct 

application drift from wind at the application time 

others are due to temperature inversions and or 

volatility. Whatever the cause and amount of damage 

they are all serious and illegal. I haven’t seen so 

many issues with volatility in recent years as 

producers have used less volatile products but that 

may be changing as soybean acres increase. Soybeans 

are exceptionally vulnerable to dicamba drift and 

many soybean growers are embracing the new 

dicamba resistant soybeans as an alternative to 

Roundup Ready soybeans. Extensive use of 

glyphosate (Roundup and the generics) for pre-plant burndown, in-crop use with 

Roundup Ready crops, pre-harvest burndowns and post-harvest weed control has led to rapidly 

increasing populations of glyphosate resistant weeds. A new low volatile dicamba has been 

developed for use with Xtend (dicamba tolerant) soybeans but it was not approved in time for the 

2016 growing season and many farmers apparently illegally used the old high volatile dicamba 

and had major volatility drift issues. Tens of thousands of acres of soybeans were damaged and 

the tensions have risen to the level where a recent argument in Arkansas left one farmer dead and 

another charged with murder!  

  We may be past the season for most herbicide application but there is still some post-

harvest applications being done and conditions are great for controlling many perennials and 

winter annuals. Remember that even though there may not be any annual crops to worry about 

drift damage at this time, damage to perennial grasses, trees and other desirable plants can still 

occur and drift is illegal whether it cause damage or not. Remember too that damaging 

permanent grasses in road ditches and other noncrop areas almost certainly means you will have 

a Canada thistle patch there next year. 


