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Spring Fever 

 Wow! The weather this past weekend seems like spring! Some of my 

wife’s daffodils are even coming up. Kathy wanted to take the mulch off of her roses but I think 

it is a bit early yet! Winter hardiness and winter protection like mulches are not just about 

protecting plants from -20F in January.  A lot of winter injury to plants comes when they break 

dormancy too early and then we get a late cold snap.  

 

Remodeling a house and getting ready to move has kept me away from the seed catalogs 

this winter but I think it is time to think about ordering seeds for the transplants I want to get 

started at home and in the schools. Tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, and marigolds for sure. Last 

year I also had success with starting some gourds which I had not been able to get to maturity by 

planting directly into the garden. I might try broccoli, brussel sprouts, and cauliflower as well. 

O’boy, even just writing this I’m letting my ambitions get ahead of practicality again!  Another 

problem I seem to have is starting too early. Starting seedlings too early often means that my 

transplants are larger than ideal when it is time to put them in the ground. 

 

 Back to the title of this week’s column, the NDSU 

Extension Service will be holding Spring Fever Gardening 

Forums on Monday nights from March 28th through April 18th. 

The forums will be offered statewide through streaming video. I 

will also host the sessions and offer additional hands on material 

and discussion in the Burke County Courthouse Community 

Room at 6:30 pm on Monday nights: March 28, April 4, April 11 and 

April 18. Each forum session will consist of broadcasts by topic 

experts in Fargo, followed by a chance to ask questions.  

Watch next weeks’ column for a list of topics and registration information. 


