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Bumps on Leaves 

 I get many calls each year about trees with bumps on the leaves. These are called galls 

and are the result of feeding or egg laying by insects or mites.  

 When developing leaf tissue is damaged it responds 

by creating a gall which is like scar tissue. Galls can take 

on a variety of shapes and sizes which vary both by plant 

species and by the casual insect or mites. While these 

galls can be unsightly the actual do very little harm to the 

tree. There is also very little you can do about them. By 

the time you see the galls the insects are long gone. On 

very rare occasions the galls can be so thick that the entire 

leaf is nonfunctional for photosynthesis which can weaken 

the tree if a high percentage of the leaves are that bad. 

Some galls form on the leaf petiole and often cause the affected leaf to drop (cottonwood leaf 

galls). If that happens early in the season some trees will put out new leaves. Unless a tree is 

already severely stressed from other issues this early leaf drop or releafing will not adversely 

affect the tree. 

  

 


