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It’s Fair Week! 

 Preparations for the Burke County Fair are 

in their final stages. The race track has had lots of 

dirt work done thanks to Spielman Excavating. 

The grass has been cut and the school house 

has been painted. Abrahamson Rodeo 

Company has their bucking chutes and arena 

at the fairgrounds. The cowboys are entered 

for the bull riding. Over 25 cars are 

preregistered for the Enduro race. The Vendors 

have their booths ready and their food ordered. The 

Mudding competition organizers tell me they have cars and trucks coming all the way from 

Texas and Louisianna. All we need now are lots of open class exhibits (have you got yours 

ready?), good weather and lots of people.  

 Speaking of exhibits, you can find an exhibit list online at 

http://www.burkecountynd.com/bcfair.htm  

  Many thanks to all the great people who have volunteered their time, offered equipment, 

or helped sponsor the fair with cash donations. If you would like to become part of this large 

group there are many ways you can help. As I write this, I know we are still short a couple of 

people to help take tickets or monitor the grandstand gates.  

  This year’s fair is the 99th Burke County Fair and we are looking forward to the 100th 

next year. One project for the future is a new livestock/multipurpose building. When you are at 

the fair look over our display for the proposed building and let us know what you think. 

  

Good Bugs 

 Another one of those beneficial insects which we are hoping to see this summer is one 

which has not thrived the last few years during the cool summers. The 

Apthona species of flea beetles are often just called the leafy spurge 

beetles. Introduced in the late 80’s and early 90’s to help control leafy 

spurge, they have had fantastic success in some areas and poor results in 

other locations. After getting off to a good start in the Des Lacs valley and 

on the Des Lacs Wildlife refuge they have begun to follow the typical 

insect cycle of population growth, decline, and regrowth. The last several 

summers have been cooler than ideal for the flea beetle activity. I have 

been able to find flea beetles in most locations where I have searched in 

the county but have not found collectable populations. I am hoping for a 

better year this year and will let everyone know if we find a collectable site in the county or 

nearby. One issue we have had in the county with the beetles is that, unless weather and other 

factors are perfect they often reduce the population density of the spurge infestations but the size 

of the infestation area continues to get larger. For best results producers and landowners should 

continue to use herbicide to at least do a border treatment and collect and reintroduce beetle to 

http://www.burkecountynd.com/bcfair.htm


areas where they have not thrived. In areas of heavy spurge infestation a fall application of 

herbicide can thin the leafy spurge stand density and help improve beetle activity and survival. If 

you would like more information about flea beetles for leafy spurge control please give me a call 

at the Burke County Extension office, phone 701-377-2927 


