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Bug Season - Continued 

 Alfalfa Weevils have been a sporadic problem in recent years and producers should begin 

scouting for them. As of yesterday we have accumulated 441 degree days 

(DD) using a 48F base. Major leaf feeding damage begins to occur at about 

504 DD. A commonly noticed symptom of the feeding is alfalfa which 

appears to be frost damaged or just not growing well when it should be 

growing rapidly. For more information check out NDSU Extension 

publication E1676 IPM of Alfalfa Weevil in ND.  Or, check out a short 

video on Stem Sampling for Alfalfa Weevil from the University of 

Minnesota by Bruce Potter at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkxHJLd3G5s&feature=youtu.be or 

this one from the University of Wisconsin at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8Q0A8ZVZL8 

 I’ve had a couple of calls relating to potatoes with curled leaves. Aphids can cause some 

of this damage directly and are also vectors of several different leaf curl viruses. So watch your 

potatoes for aphid activity. They can be controlled with Sevin or other labeled insecticides or 

with insecticidal soaps. 

 There is still a lot of flea beetle activity in the young canola. If you have late seeded 

canola which is still very small you should take time to scout those fields. 

 

Yellow Fields 

 The heavy rains have caused many yellow fields in the area.  NDSU Extension 

Agronomist Joel Ransom provided this information in the last Crop & Pest Report: Waterlogging 

(flooded/ponded/saturated soils) has been common in many fields this year, particularly in heavy 

valley soils with minimal slope. Waterlogging affects a number of biological and chemical 

processes in plants and soils that can impact crop growth in both the short and long term. Plants 

need oxygen for cell division, growth and the uptake and transport of nutrients. The rate of 

oxygen depletion in a saturated soil is impacted by temperature and the rate of biological activity 

in the soil. Faster oxygen depletion occurs when temperatures are higher and when soils are 

actively metabolizing organic matter. With the recent warm weather, the negative impacts of 

excessive water will accelerate. Generally, the oxygen level in a saturated soil reaches the point 

that is harmful to plant growth after about 48-96 hours. Crops are more sensitive to waterlogging 

when they are still below the surface of the soil, so most of our crops are in a stage that can 

tolerate some period of waterlogging. In cases where the crops have fully canopied, 

evapotranspiration should hasten the elimination of excess moisture. Waterlogged conditions 

also reduce root growth and can predispose the plant to root rots, so the ultimate effect of excess 

moisture may not be known until late in the season. It is common to observe plants that have 

experienced waterlogging to be especially sensitive to hot temperatures and to display nitrogen 

and phosphorus deficiencies later in the season due to restricted root development. Waterlogging 

can also impact the availability of nitrogen in the soil. Excessive water can leach nitrate nitrogen 

beyond the rooting zone of the developing plant, particularly in well-drained lighter textured 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkxHJLd3G5s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8Q0A8ZVZL8


soils. In heavier soils, nitrate nitrogen can be lost through denitrification. Research conducted in 

other states found losses from denitrification between 1 and 5% for each day that the soil remains 

saturated. 

 

The Burke County Fair is just over a week away but there is still time for 

you to get your exhibits ready or to help all the rest of the volunteers who 

make the fair come together. Fairgrounds cleanup is scheduled for Monday, 

June 22 at 5:30. Lots of painting and other work has already gone on and the Burke County Road 

Crew has mowed the grounds with their big mower but we still need to do lots of trimming and 

finish mowing. If you can help us by mowing or trimming on the 22nd (or any other day) we 

would love to have your help.  

 

 


