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Field Inspection 

 Certified seed producers need to apply for field inspection by June 15th. If you don’t have 

forms I have them available at the Burke County Extension office. This is for production of 

Certified or Registered seed from Registered or Foundation classes of seed. 

 

Burke County Fair 

The Burke County Fair is coming up very soon, 

June 26th, 27th, & 28th. Get the full schedule and exhibit list 

from the Burke County Tribune or give us a call or email 

(701-377-2927, dan.folske@ndsu.edu). There is lots of 

cleanup and repair going on at the fairgrounds already and 

if you would like to help with anything please give me a 

call. The final cleanup and mowing day is set for Monday, June 22nd. Any help with lawnmowers 

and string trimmers would be greatly appreciated. If you are not already doings so, check us out 

and “like” us on Facebook. If you are already following us then invite your friends to do the 

same. 

 

Lawns 

It’s finally a good time to fertilize lawns. I know the lawn care companies have been 

advertising and promoting that for two months already, but while that very early fertilization can 

make a lawn green up faster and let you mow more often it does not make a healthier lawn which 

will withstand summer dry spells and high temperatures. Fertilizing now will help improve the 

root system and make a healthier lawn. September is the other ideal time for fertilizing lawns. I 

know that everyone really enjoys the exercise they get while raking and bagging clippings but 

mowing slightly more often and leaving the clippings as nature’s fertilizer can be much healthier 

for your lawn as well. I’ve been getting plenty of calls about dandelions too. While you can use 

various herbicides labeled and approved for lawns and it will make you feel good to see those 

dandelions twist and curl it is can be difficult to get good control of them at this time. The plant 

is putting every bit of energy it can into flowering and setting seed. When you spray them make 

sure you don’t over apply the herbicide. You want that plant 

to die slowly and get as much herbicide into the root system 

as possible rather than just killing the top growth. Whether 

you spray them now or not, mark your calendar and plan on 

spraying them in September. You won’t be seeing many, if 

any flowers, but the plants will still be there building bigger 

root systems and getter ready to plague you again next year. 

As the plant puts energy into its root systems it will carry herbicide into the roots and do a much 

better job of reducing next year’s dandelion populations. 
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