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 What a difference from last year. Producers are reporting that field work is going much 

easier and they are able to get through many of the wet areas which have caused difficulty the 

last several years. Most farmers and cattlemen are starting to wish for a little rain. A half or three 

quarters of an inch would delay field work much but would even out soil moisture and get the 

pastures and hay off to a good start. We are getting a light drizzle at I write this but the forecast 

looks warm and dry the balance of the week. It doesn’t appear that we will receive as much rain 

as most producers would like but it may help reduce nitrogen loss for those who have spread 

fertilizer over the weekend. Soil temperatures at the Bowbells NDAWN (North Dakota Ag 

Weather Network) station are now averaging 48F at 4 inches depth under bare soil and 40F 

under turf. That is still a little cool for quick germination if seeding into heavy stubble. 

 

 The Emergency Vehicle Operators class on May 2nd has been moved to The 

Bowbells Firehall. If you have been considering getting involved or volunteering in the 

community, becoming a certified driver for your local ambulance is a great way to “pay it ahead”. 

The class will start at 9:00am and last until about 5:00 pm. If you want to learn more about the 

class contact a member of your local ambulance squad or give me a call at Burke County Extension 

office ph. 701-377-2927. 

 

 I helped more 4-Hers transplant vegetables and flowers at Powers Lake Sunday 

afternoon. We planted tomatoes, peppers, marigolds, and cabbage into hanging pots and also into 

3 ½ inch pots. The plants in the smaller pots will need to be transplanted outside when the timing 

is right. I have planted a few cabbage and marigolds into some straw bales at home. It is a little 

early for frost sensitive plants like peppers and tomatoes. I may even have to cover the cabbages 

and marigolds if we get another cold snap with predicted temperatures in the low to mid 20’s. I 

will be planting peas, kohlrabi, and radishes this week. By the time they come up they should be 

able to tolerate any light frosts we get. 

 

Farmers Don’t Own Their Tractors!  

 "farmers receive 'an implied license for the life of the vehicle to operate the vehicle.” 

That is the buzz published on many web based media sites this past week and also receiving 

some airing on national mainstream television. John Deere is not the only major manufacturing 

company to make similar statements regarding a proposed exemption to copyright rules 

regarding TPMs or “technical protection measures” for vehicle software. Apparently John Deere 

believes that the proposed exemption negates their copyright ownership of the operating 

software. The proposed rule would allow circumnavigation of TPMs for the purposes of lawful 

diagnosis and repair, or aftermarket personalization, modification, and repair. It will be very 



interesting to see how this plays out in the courts over time. I certainly see the need for copyright 

protection to get a return on a manufacturer’s investment in research and software development 

however I also note that many major advances in machinery and vehicles have come from the 

“backyard tinkerer and shade tree mechanic”. I have also observed the quick obsolescence of 

computer software and how quickly companies like Microsoft quit supporting “obsolete” 

software and I wonder about the tractor or combine which may have a software flaw that is 

discovered by a hacker when the machine is ten years old and the operating software is no longer 

supported by the manufacturer or developer. That type of scenario could substantially affect 

trade in value of used machines. It’s food for thought! 

 


